ORI IS | SR N O v

B 'gfzvmcg 2 _

Y b =

ka3
© By William E. Colby

ow:'does a Government’ official keep

gQuestion. about an .aclivity ‘thal would
top i revealed?: Président'Ford: oncé

menl’s secrets. with. all 212 million

*Americans, “if such “inform
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- probing newsmen
. andcameras.

 secret—-and- his credibility? How does!: &
=he reply 10 the TV interviewer who asks |

aid_he.would gladly-share ‘oui Govern-|-

ation._would |.
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came folk heroes to. an increasingly ~me here. . .*, ltis incumbent upon our
skeplical ‘public. . In this atmosphere, Governmen! officials fo explain ito our -
does a Government official raise

public the funclions and aclivities of
“theirorganizations.” R PR &
. So | replied to that Meet the Press .-i:
‘question by. ‘saying, - "'} really " cannot
‘give you specifics. but. | would say that .
it is-a very small percentage of our o
S e SRS .7 lotal budget ‘al the moment.” This an- -
- “How many covert operations is the swered the main point, but did not re-
(CIA) conducting around the world veal secrel details. ... .. Caa
right now?” a journalist once asked ‘i One probing journalist pressed fur-
. me on NBC's Meel the Press. Should - ther, - -asking .Whether CIA personnet - {
h i abroad appearéd ‘under . the guise. o
/ r sinessmen. Since this- ob

suspicion of cover-up if he lries to pro-
tect a secrel? How does he handle the
¢ question if the answer would expose:

and terminate,. a secret ‘source’ of im
j=-portant information?

3

American busir
que _is, well ‘covered in’in-

tholsands' of 'Such -cases_existed, -
-replied ‘no, many: fewer than that.'He *
led me 10 sel the lotal al roughly 200,
which gave’ him his - headiine., 1!
earned: not- {9~ ise-“numbe,

ause 1. -had:‘told .. Sen. :Stuart
~ Symington” in’ my-'¢onfirmation hearings N
.that_"You are not going’ to-be'lied.-to =

by~ me : ndlhe Same

S-throughout the-world, -ein barrassed
ny ordinary. businessmen and brought-
ncomfortably tloge altention” lo'the.200-

:CIA Jhad™-Used “America their-normal business ass

journalists .overseas. ’ Another-:paneli

" 'But Vietnam and Watergate brough
- Government secrecy inlo bad repulte.
-, Many Americans found thal' behind
-~ Government secrecy lay failures of pol-
i icy and abuses of power. ‘Investigative

tion “In~1960."""Ha-lit his pips,-drew

K reporters exposing these conditions be-

N that Sunday?”

' CIA critics, "l am happy to serve under -
. a Constitulion that in my view brings -
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“said - that he ‘had. aﬂ_éd"(formi
irector) Allen. Dulles . the -same.

es

2P on.-. 1he’~ phrasir 2 the
question; somelimes.'a" flat denial " an-
‘be. made. “A newsman once asked me":
-about:a weli-rumored ‘operation that | -
still hoped would not be exposed. Bul ¥
his - specific “question ‘was whether it -
was underway in a dillerent part of the

and answered 'No.> Didn't he-do the"
ht ‘thing?” the" panelist .inquired. .
.="'Two_important .events happened in"
the intervening years," | replied, "Viet-: -
nam and Watlergate. | believe that an-
American official cannot any longer lie world. 1 told him his statement was
to-the American public—and would be . nol true, as it wag nol, and quickly -
repudiated if he did.”. - .m. ;- changed the subject, * = - -. BT
Should | have answered “No com- ;' Bul even a denial conlains the seeds
ment” to the Covert-operations ques- _of further ditficulties, At my confirma-
tion on Meel the Press? In fact, should tion hearing, Senator Syminglon had
| even have been in the NBC studio asked me to comment on a news. story

* that CIA had engineered the 1967. coup -
_in Greece. | flatly denied' the story, as
I knew this lo be the right answer. But

the senator persisted: “Aq any lime — "

"~ As | once told a public session of
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